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Soviet Comments on the Sumit 


The effusive Soviet media coverage of Helsinki 
points ta the mutual balanced furce reductions talks 
as the next item on Moscow's Europsen negotiating 
agenda. 


Alexander Bovin, writing in Javeuttya, and 
other commentators are saying tho. the Helsinki sum- 
mit has created a climate conducive to ongoing dis- 
armament negotiations, including SALT. There has 
been little evidence that Moscow plans any other 
major disarmement initiative at this time. 


The commentaries have given no hint of what 
else Moxscow now has in mind for its European diplo- 
macy, nar is there any sign that the Soviets are 
going to use CSCE to push any time soon fur regional 
conferences ¢lseawhere. 


The Soviets are making their own interpretation 
of what the Helsinki document means. The Politburo 
communique blessing CSCE refers to the humanitarian 
exchanges within the “observance af the law and 
traditions of each country.” This wording had been 
specifically rejected by the West during the negotia~ 
tions and is not included in the final document.. 


The Soviets are also takin; the offensive on 
the non-interference clause of the CSCE document. 
They used it in Pravda on August 7 to sexcoriate the 
EC for what Moscow aryues is the West's interference 
in the internal affairs of Portugal. This line is 
clearly intended to be ayne-emptive. Moscow has al~ 
raady shown its sensitivity to allegations that it 
is materially supporting the Portuguese Communists 
nas the radical elements of the Armed Forces Move~ 

t and undoubtedly anticipates that the West will 

“ eoumae ar later claim that the Soviets are violating 
the Helsinki agreements. 
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Sino-Soviet Trade Figures Announced 


an (ar e Soviet nistry oa orelgn trace 


st:sted that the recently concluded trade agreement with 

Chima called for two-way trade of 211 million rubles in 

Wiv5. Sino-Soviet trade amounted to 214 million rub/as 

3% 1974. At current exchange rates this year‘s trate 

will be worth about $300 million. 25X1 


In @arlier private conversations [ 
[__|Chinese and Soviet officials sai lat neqcotiations 


ere prolonged over a decision to switch to current world 
prices from a price structure fixed in 1958. China's 
exports consist largely of commodities that have a "world” 
market price--textiles, fruits, minerals, and metals. But 
Soviet exports to China—primarily civilian aircraft, 
trucks, and machinery--are not comparable to their West- 
ern counterparts in either quality or value. Because of 
this it is possible that the Chinese and Soviets may not 
have been able to agree on a new set of prices and re- 
verter! to the previous pricing system. If sa, the volume 
of trade would be about the same as over the past few 
years.. 


[Fie soviet trade offi- 
cial expressed Moscow's interest i: expanding trade “on 


the basis of mutual benefit.” Earlier the same day, a 
Tass broadcast cautioned that "tiie reduction of mutually 
profitable contacts with the socialist countries has 
gone irreparable damage to the economy of China,” citing 
China's large foreign trade deficit. Peking, however,. 
has shown_no interest in expanding tradu beyond current 
levels. 
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Romanian Military Delegation Visits the USSF. 


Major General Gomoiu--a deputy defense minister 
and secretary of the army's Higher Political Coun- 

7 cil--resently led a delegation to Moscew, where 
evidantly troubled talks were held with ranking of~ 
ficials in the Main Political Directorate of the 
Soviet army and navy. Soviet army general Yepishev, 
the directorate's chief, invited the Romanians. 


In xting the talks, the Romanian party 
daily, Setnteta, omittad any of the usual positive 
phrasing to describe the discussions. "Questions 
of party political work” were reportedly considered, 
and the fact that Romania's Colonel General Nicolescu,, 
who is charged with Warsaw Pact affairs, welcomed 
Gomoiu home suggests that Pact Matters were the 
principal topic. 


Some reports had indicated that Mascow wanted 
to use the visit to press Romania's armed forces to 
comply more fully with Warsaw Pact political policies, 
Bucharest's military contacts with Western: countries 
have also reportedly disturbed the Soviets. 


Moreover, Ceausescu has long preached that 
changes in the relationship between Romania's mili- 
tary forces and the Soviet-dominated Warsaw Pact 
must be handled on a government~-to-government basis. 
Since 1966, he has net allowed the Soviet Ministry 
of Defense to deal directly with its Romanian counter— 
part.. 
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The Soviets have no apparent reason to be dis- 
satisfied with Ceausescu's orthodox demastic policies, 
including the political indoctrination of the military. 
They may well be irritated, however, by Ceausescu's 
stress on the military as a defender cif the father- 
land, with only a secondery mission to protect the : 
socialist community. 
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